
Composting Basics  



Overview  

ÅWho are we? 
ÅWhat happens in a landfill? 
ÅBenefits of composting 
ÅComposting options 
ÅCompost essentials 
ÅRodents 
ÅWeeds 
ÅUsing compost 

 
 

    



Compost Education 
Centre  

  Mission :  

 To encourage 
composting, local food 
production and 
conservation through 
education throughout 
the CRD 

 



Our Mandate  
1) Provide public education programs to the residents of Greater Victoria in 

the areas of composting, organic gardening and conservation. 
 

2) Establish a demonstration site to provide the public with an opportunity 
to observe and experience the various elements of composting, organic 
gardening and conservation. 
 

3) Provide a telephone hotline to answer general inquiries about 
composting, organic gardening and conservation. 
 

4) Actively solicit membership in the society. 
 

5) Utilize ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 



Hotline!  

Å250-386-WORM (9676) 

Åwww.compost.bc.ca 



What goes into the 
landfill?  
  

 

Current Waste Analysis of Landfill Material in Canada  
(credit: The Compost Council of Canada 2012) 



What Happens in a Landfill?  



Composting Defined  
Kitchen scraps:  ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ Χ ǘƘŜ 

raw material for compost 

 

Composting:  The decomposition of organic materials 
through biochemical processes 

 

Compost: A humus-y, nutrient rich, soil-like material 
which is the result of the biochemical decomposition of 
organic matter 



Benefits of Composting  
Ecological 

ÅMicrobes fight pathogens 
and pests, release 
nutrients to plants 

ÅSlow release nutrients 

ÅImproves soil texture 

ÅAdjusts pH  

ÅBinds toxins 

 

Social 
Å Extends life of landfill 
Å Connects you to your 

waste 
Å Saves money 
Å Pro-active solution! 



Compost Essentials:   
Your recipe for success!  



Basic Recipe  
м ǇŀǊǘ άƎǊŜŜƴǎέ ς nitrogen rich materials 
м ǇŀǊǘ άōǊƻǿƴǎέ ς carbon rich materials 

Browns 

ÅStraw 
ÅNewspaper 
ÅCardboard 
ÅDried leaves 
ÅSawdust 

Greens 
ÅFruit & vegetable scraps 
ÅGarden clippings 
ÅCoffee grounds & tea bags 
ÅManures 
ÅOkara 
ÅEggshells 
ÅGrass clippings 



Surface Area  
 

Smaller pieces = faster decomposition 



Volume  
 

=  ~ 1 m3 

1 m 

1 m 

1 m 

-need enough materials that they can 
react to each other and begin the 
decomposition process 



Moisture  
 

Your compost pile should 
feel like a wrung out sponge 

I need water! 



Air  
 

ÅAeration 
 
ÅThin layers 

 
ÅAirflow from 

bottom and top 


