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ARodents

AWeeds
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Compost Education
Centre

Mission :
To encourage
composting, local food
production and
conservation through

education throughout
the CRD




Our Mandate

1) Providepublic education programs to the residents of Greater Victoria in
the areas of composting, organic gardening and conservation.

2) Establista demonstration site to provide the public with an opportunity
to observe and experience the various elements of composting, organic
gardening and conservation.

3) Providea telephone hotline to answer general inquiries about
composting, organic gardening and conservation.

4)  Actively solicimembership in the society.

5) Utllized2t dzy G SSNAR Ay FFtf | aLISOU

td Pall



Hotline!

250386 WORM (9676
Avww.compost.bc.ca




What goes into the
landfill?

Paper 26%

Recyclables 16%

Plastics 9% * Metals 4% + Glass 3%

Other 18%

Current Waste Analysis of Landfill Material in Canada
(credit: The Compost Council of Canada 2012)



What Happens in a Landfill?




Composting Defined

Kitchen scraps2 N.
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raw material for compost

Composting The decomposition of organic materials
through biochemical processes

Compost A humusy, nutrient rich, soflike material
which is the result of the biochemical decomposition o

organic matter



Benefits of Compostlng

Ecological

AMicrobes fight pathogens
and pests, release
nutrients to plants

ASlow releasautrients
Almproves soilexture

AAdjusts pH |

ABi | p Social

Bindstoxins A Extends life of landfill
A Connects you to your

waste
A Saves money
A Proactive solution!




Compost Essentials:
Your recipe for success!




Basic Recipe
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Greens Browns
A Fruit &vegetablescraps A Straw
A Gardenclippings A Newspaper
A Coffee grounds & tebags A Cardboard
AManures A Dried leaves
AOkara (477 A Sawdust

AEggshells '~ & )
. . > )
A Grass clippings |



Surface Area

Smaller pieces = faster decomposition



Im

Im

Volume

A

v

-need enough materials that they can
react to each other and begin the
decomposition process
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Moisture

Your compost pile should
feel like a wrung out sponge

| need water!
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AAeration
AThin layers

AAirflow from
bottom and top



