serrinissenins LOOKING AFTRER THE SOIL

Homemade boxes xee
uulydxupcrmdu
bemade womeasure ik

agood ez o tuve three
boxes side bysade, ax
Dstzaral, st the foa
an bewed foe fresh
“wame, the soocod foe
rmtx:ﬂ:wag. whic
udeg well rotal cosrgom
froee the thed

pely, nourisaing the hacteria thas are getring
with rthe job of hreaking evervthing down
cuzh it does noe soom ta be such common
ke today, many pardeners put down
wacd as the fint layer, to help the air o
te throogh the compost.

Bacteria ako need nitrogen. Some wil be

ed from the contents of the heap but
WARK O put a3 much nCrogen i you can
the sail, so it isa grod :dea ro supplement
A litde farmvard manure & a zreat benefie.
1s nae available you can buy organce

21013 from most parden centets The
can be 2 bit acid and it helpe to add a
spetnkling of graund Iimestane every foar
cml ar 50 a8 the heap builds wp.

The heap shauld be matsr bur ror sasked,

it & wet enough to put a lid on it |a shaer
Iyethylene will dol, hoth to keep excess
out and ro keep bear In, Turning will help
aerate the heap and ako te being in to the
matertal from rhe aumside of the heap,
it breaks dewn more slowly. Seene

ctal compost boxes consst of 3 harrel
can be rotared on a stand, muakieg It

very asy o mix the ingredients without
cozling them down as meviably happens if
voudo i with a tork,

1f the matenial 5 sznply thrown mto a keap,
0o much heat escapes and, in wet wress, oo
tuch water can enter, which apart from
anything else helps 1o cool it down However,

I pencrate a lot of compost froen my lange
garden ard would neec mrumerable boxes w
keep up with it all. So Istack all che cormpost,
the top ayer acting as a thatch 1o $ed exces
rain. Recase | hawe o moch | rerd nat to
burry about using . [ will often leave one
stack from ame year ro the next pring, when

I tum it, brirg all the unrotred matertal oo the
ourside ro the middle, and then wse it o plant
surnener squash on. That autumn | use It on the
garden, With baxes it is posible 1 shorten the
cycle berween addirg marertal and s re-use,
aften to s lietle 2 ten weeks.

Wellrorred compost which & ready for we is
friasle (crumbly) and not smelly, With more
than one kax you can be filling coe whik
anather Is breaking down and you are using up
a third.
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